
Monxton Parish Council Clarification  

Black Swan, Monxton Planning application 19/01229/FULLN 

DC Li Builders Ltd (DCL) has submitted the above Planning Application and it is currently out for 

consultation. Many parishioners have been confused by the application and the implied support of the 

Parish Council and the Community. There have been a number of differing initiatives in this area over 

recent years, so the confusion is understandable. This note seeks to provide a chronological review as 

well as detailing the current position.  

There are essentially 4 elements: 

 The existing Village Hall 

 The Village Green 

 The Black Swan pub  

 The car park for the Black Swan pub 

The existing Village Hall is in need of significant refurbishment and modernisation: Planning 

Permission was obtained. These plans are currently being reviewed but it is the Trustees’ intention 

that the work goes ahead and fundraising initiatives are already in hand. This will be the future 

Community Hub. 

The other 3 elements can be grouped together i.e. the pub, its car park and the village green. 

Strong’s Brewery purchase the Black Swan & Village green from a local Andover brewery. 

The bus stop adjacent to the pub car park, was built by the village in 1948 and the Parish Council has 

owned and maintained it for over 70 years and it is an asset in the Parish Council accounts. 

The TVBC web site lists a planning application that shows in 1968 a section of the old allotments, 

which made up part of the Village Green, was made into a car park for the pub by Strong’s Brewery 

and clearly shows the bus shelter.  

Enterprise Inns acquires pub from Strong brewery of Romsey. 

Enterprise Inns last tenant quits in 2015 due to high rents and high costs imposed for the purchase of 

beer, wines and spirits as it was a tied pub 

Enterprise Inns rejects offer by MPC to buy the village green in 2013. 

Enterprise Inns puts the Pub, Car park and village green on the market as a package for £475,000 plus 

VAT Total £570,000 in 2015. 

MPC (Monxton Parish Council) formed a team of villagers to try and purchase the pub as a 

community asset and successfully implemented an Asset of Community Value order (ACV) on the 

Pub and Village green. 

The team raised money for fighting fund and to employ an expert surveyor (RICS) to advise on the 

valuation of the Pub and the business. He advised that the sum required by Enterprise Inns is 

excessive for a pub business and is pitched to developers looking for residential development 

opportunities. 



Due to the small number of potential investors in Monxton and lack of community funding sources 

the project was not financially viable and was shelved. 

The Black Swan/car park/village green were purchased by DCL in 2017. 

MPC approached DCL to build a village hall at the rear of the car park and purchase it with parking 

spaces plus the village green Jan 2018. 

Following a successful consultation, including open meetings, exhibitions and a survey the Parish 

council voted unanimously to support a project to build a new hall on the car park site and authorise 

engagement with DCL and to progress funding from the CIL team Sept 2018. The support for this 

Community lead project was based on the fact that the new Community Hub would be Community 

owned and would be financed through CIL (Community Infrastructure Levy) funding and the 

community’s own fundraising efforts plus the sale of the current village hall site. 

Meeting with TVBC Head of Planning and an officer resulted in a request to implement the project 

under Section 106 rules which require a legal agreement between all parties October 2018. 

Following a request for a Heads of Agreement document outlining the proposed project deliverables, 

timeframes and estimated costs it was clear that no commercial agreement could be reached as DCL 

would not accept S106 rules. This meant that planning permission would not be granted and CIL 

funding not available and as they did not own a critical part of the car park on which a sub-station was 

sited owned by SSE meant they could not sell us the land and in addition were not prepared to sell the 

village green.  

MPC advised DCL that this was not acceptable and advised that they could not support the project 

and terminated discussions in November 2018. 

MPC have reverted to moving forward with a previously agreed planning application to enhance the 

village hall which means there is no requirement to use a village pub as a community hub as portrayed 

by DCL. April 2019 

DCL have submitted the current Planning Application which is currently out for consultation: MPC 

organised an Open Evening on June 13
th
 for the applicant to present his proposals and allow the 

community an opportunity for joint discussion/review. Parishioners have been asked to complete a 

survey to see how much support there is and allow the Parish Council to collate these and present the 

Parish Council’s views to TVBC in the near future.  

Summary 

The Community and Parish Council support for a new Community Hub located on the current car 

park was based it being owned by the community. Now that that project has been abandoned it has 

been agreed that we proceed with the refurbishment of the existing village Hall which effectively 

becomes the Community Hub. 

The MPC response to DCL’s current Planning Application will be formed as soon as the community 

has had an opportunity to comment following last week’s Open meeting.  
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