Manor Farm
ABBOTTS ANN

M

anor Farm is a development originally built
in the Victorian era. As the current owners,
we have occupied the site since 1950.
Originally we farmed the land around the site,
and to support the growing family, we diversified
into other areas of business that ran alongside
the farm. In 2002 the family stopped farming
and continued running the various businesses
from the site, including the businesses that are
currently operating from the site today.

T

his brochure is to make sure that all in the
local community are aware of the challenges
that Manor Farm brings to the local residents, and
how we are working to find a solution.

C

urrently we see that the most suitable solution
is to develop the site and change the use from
commercial to residential, to not only take away
the lorry and large vehicle activity but also reduce
the overall volume of traffic. The following pages
respond to a number of common questions and
explains further why the current view is to change
the use of the site to residential. Also we have
included some pictures of three other farmyards
that have had a change of use to residential to
show how it not only addresses the core issues but
also improves the landscape.

WORKING TOGETHER
FOR THE BEST SOLUTION

ABBOTTS ANN

MONXTON

MONXTON

WHY ARE WE TALKING ABOUT MANOR FARM?
LORRIES AND
LARGE VEHICLES:
THIS IS A PROBLEM

The site is trapped between Abbotts Ann and Monxton, it can only
be accessed through the center of either village. As we all know, it
is a huge issue if a truck attempts the tight corner on Abbotts Ann’s
West Hill. Therefore all deliveries are instructed to access Manor
Farm through Monxton. This is still not ideal and creates a challenge
for less experienced drivers. As a result, damage to the highway and
properties is not uncommon.

OUR COMMUNITY AND NEIGHBORS
THE SITE IS LOCATED
EQUALLY
BETWEEN ABBOTTS
ANN & MONXTON

As with other residents of Abbotts Ann, we are proud to be part of the
village, and are driven by wanting to do the best for the community.
Therefore we need to consider carefully the implications of any
change of use for the Manor Farm site and think of the impact on all
areas of the local community and environment.
When making decisions we need to ensure we consider the area as
a whole to address the concerns of those further afield that may be
impacted by any future use of the site. Monxton currently experience
the worst of traffic, with vehicles directed through their village. As
such, it is important to hear the views of these residents.

Faulston Barns, Wiltshire

MONXTON

ABBOTTS ANN

ABBOTTS ANN

BEST-SUITED SOLUTIONS FOR ALL
Farmyard developments have been a huge success across the country, and locally. Manor Farm should be
no exception. With it being closer to the village than many other sites, it offers a wide range of options for
housing. Although arguably it may not be the best position for affordable first-time buyer homes, there are
many other demographics to cater for.
A fair mix of houses could be a favourable option, and feedback from the local community is always the
best way to determine this.

OTHER USES FOR THE SITE HAVE BEEN
CONSIDERED
…but the discussions have always returned to the residential option for the following reasons:

1
2
3
4

The access to the site is most suited to cars and any type of commercial, business or retail use
will always come with additional trucks and larger vehicles.
Residential will produce less vehicle movement than its current use.
Will require less density of development to raise enough funds to relocate the current 		
businesses to a new location.
A new development can have its own contained sewage system without putting strain on the
local sewage network.

Ropewind Farm, Wiltshire

WILL A CHANGE OF USE TO RESIDENTIAL HOUSING ON MANOR
FARM SET A PRECEDENT FOR FURTHER DEVELOPMENT
BETWEEN ABBOTTS ANN AND MANOR FARM?
Test Valley’s Local Plan makes it clear that the Manor
Farm site is located in open countryside where
there is strong policy resistance to development
(policy COM2). As such, the only way that the site
could be developed is if there were considered to be
compelling special circumstances to justify this.
In this case these circumstances would
include removal of inappropriate commercial
activities to a more appropriate commercial location
funded by residential redevelopment of the current
site with associated environmental improvements.

These circumstances are specific to this site and
if consented could not set a precedent for other
development in the countryside.
Farmyard housing developments are
set within the curtilage of the existing farmyard
boundaries. Unlike plots of open building land,
farmyard boundaries are well established and sit
naturally in the landscape. It is an interesting study
to look around at past examples, and very assuring
that they thrive as their own developments without
expansion outside of the original farmyard areas.

Fox Farm, Hampshire
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